] his donation is being given in loving memory of K athleen Apuzzo
K rasniewicz. Shc lost her life due to the carelessness of a drunk

driver a little over a year ago. Mang oFgou knew her as Mrs. K, the
(hildrer’s | ibrarian for Perrot Librarg, in Old Gireenwich. | knew
her as my best, best lifetime friend. | was two and a half and she was

three when herfamilg movccl into the housc across thc street 1Crorn

mine. She died at the age of 54

She was Kathg to me at First, then Kathleen in the Pretcen years,
and Fina”g K atie (because her mother started ca”ing her Katgclicl).
She was in love with books right from the start. | still remember clearlg
sitting on towels bg her Pool and working our way through “Dick and
Jane” books. She had older siblings, so there were shelves of books
for us to move onto. “fﬂouse at Foo}‘r Corner” and all of the Beatrix
Fot’cer books came a little later (] had the full set that we worked our
way throug}‘u). ] was a slower reader than Katie, so when we started
sharing “Stuart [ ittle” and “T he Porrowers” she would read
chapters out loud to me. Wc were often taken to ourlocal bookstore
(Womrath’s in Bronxvi”e is still stancling) and would come home with
new additions to our collection. Somewhere along the line we started
rea&ing the “Nanc3 Drew” mgsteries. both sets of Parents
considered them to be almost as bad as comic books, but those
stories were keeping us interested in reacling. \We devoured them and
counted the months until a new one was in the store. We usua”g onlg
needed one copy at a time, because she would whiP through it and
hand it over, and read “| he Little Princess” in the meantime!



We did eventua”g start to read comic books like “ Archie and
\/eronica”} much to the completc consternation of our mothers. Just
think... a whole generation getting their socialization cues from those
sourcesill And “Tiger Peat” magazine was a favorite. We had to
kecp up with the latest music trends and have Photos of the most
handsome “Monkcg” or “Beat!e”. We would roll Sweet Tarts up in
sticks oFJuicg I ruit gum and lounge on her bedroom floor (her house
was usua”y the Pre{:erre& Placc to crash, since | had 2 younger
sisters). “Seventeen” magazine was the height of maturity (wag more
tame back thcn) and we felt triumphant if we could sneak one of those

into the house before we were ac’cua”g i71

QOur taste in books veered away from each otherin those later teen
years, as | became a huge fan of Stephen King and she didn’t like
angthing “creepy”. We still spent endless time together, but were no
longer comParing notes on our latest books.

K atie gained an amazing vocabularg through her reac}ing. She a]wags
used what ] called “25 cent words”. | would have to look up most of the
time. She was a master at “Mad | ibs”, which | learned on an ovcrnight
train trip with her to camp in Vermont. [fer “fill in the blank” choices
were hilarious, even if we didn’t know what the words meant. Theyjust

SOUHC}C& SO gOOCl.

She alwags retained a Passion for children’s literature. While the
books next to my bed were Piles of Parbara Kingsolver and Jodi
Ficoult, her bedside Piles were all books aimed at very young children.

Her rea&ing choices were spot on as my children were growing up. ]
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had “a reader” and a “non-reader” and she alwags knew what ] should
try for them. | remember one time when | thought | had something to
contribute to her potential list of “terrific books for kids”. | handed her
a copy of “Harrg FPotter and | he Sorcerer's Stone” with the de!ight
of a child finding a treasure map. She smiled and said that she had
already met the author!

K atie managed to obtain a Masters Degree in (Children’s | iterature
while woridng fulltime at Perrot and raising beautiful c}aughters. She
was an insPiration on so many levels. This world has lost one of it’s

finest ghcts.

| give this contribution in the name of someone who has done so much
to foster the love of books. She was beloved bg all and would be
Prouc! of thcjo}) you are cloing to hclp children discover the world that

is available to them in books.

T hank you for your wonderful efforts. | hoPe this will help you

continue to fund the creative avenues you are shaPing.

Sinccrelg,
Leigh BarboupDechan



